
Green Case Study  
Nashville, Tennessee
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Nashville-Davidson County 
Basic Statistics (2008)

ÅConsolidated City/County 
Government
ÅPopulation:   596,462 

(+9.3% since 2000)
ÅMedian resident age:33.9 years
ÅMedian household income:  

$45,587 ($39,232 in 2000)
ÅMedian Housing Value:   $165,200 

($111,800 in 2000)
ÅNearest city with pop. 1,000,000+:  

Chicago 396 miles



Nashville-Davidson County
Basic Statistics (2008)

ÅCapital of Tennessee
ÅCounty Seat
ÅOn the Cumberland River
ÅLand area:  473.3 sq. mi.
ÅPopulation Density:  1,260
ÅWorkers who live & work 

in the city:  83.8%
ÅPoverty Rate:  17.5%
ÅCost of living index:  85.7



Nashville 
Overall Sustainability

ÅSignatory to the 

¦Φ{Φ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
Agreement.

ïBaseline greenhouse gas (GHG) 
inventory completed

Å2008:  Member of ICLEI (Local 
Governments for Sustainability)

ÅaŀȅƻǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ¦{D./ άDǊŜŜƴ {ǘŀǊ 
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Nashville 
Overall Sustainability

нллфΥ  aŀȅƻǊ Ƨƻƛƴǎ άaŀȅƻǊΩǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ DǊŜŜƴ 
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2009:  Nashville is flagship city for World Wildlife 
CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 9ŀǊǘƘIƻǳǊΦ



Nashville 
Overall Sustainability

Å2007 ςExecutive Order 33 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŜƴ wƛōōƻƴ 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜέ

ïTasked with identifying goals and 
developing a plan that will make 
Nashville the greenest city in the 
South.

ïReceived input from 1,800 
Nashvillians ς80% of 
respondents indicated they 
would like to be involved.



Nashville 
Overall Sustainability

ÅGreen Ribbon Committee established a web 
site.

ÅApprox. 300 people attended public 
workshops and generated 900 
recommendations.



Nashville 
Overall Sustainability

Å2009 Green Ribbon Committee Report:

ςoutlining 16 goals

ï71 recommendations
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Nashville 
Overall Sustainability

Å2009 Green Ribbon 
Committee Recommended 
Focus:

ïGreenhouse Gases & Air 
Quality

ïEducation & Outreach (green 
jobs)

ïEnergy & Building 

ïMobility



Nashville 
Overall Sustainability

Å2009 Green Ribbon Committee 
Recommended Focus:

ïNatural Resources

ïestablishing a government agency focused on the 
environment and sustainability

ïgreen business roundtable

ïenvironmentally preferred purchasing program.

ïWaste reduction & recycling



Nashville
Land Use Planning

Åά¢ƘŜ DǳƭŎƘέ ςa neighborhood redevelopment 
initiative in a downtown district achieved 
LEED-ND Silver certification ςthe 13th in the 
world.

ïCompact, walkable, mixed use.

ïAchieved through policy and code adjustments 
and financial incentives.

ïFormer brownfield site.


