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Division of Solid & Hazardous Materials

We regulate, monitor, permit, enforce; and 
promote sound management of wastes by 

communities, businesses and industries.

*Pesticides Program

*Hazardous Waste & Radiation Program

*Solid Waste & Recycling Program



TOPICS TO BE COVERED:

What is DEC's role in support of "green" technologies?  

How do State laws/regulations fit into the ñGreenò and ñSustainabilityò 
game?

Does DEC help communities manage waste in a "green" manner?

Can laws or regulations sometimes be viewed as an impediment?  

What changes are on the horizon?  

How does DEC grade OCRRA stand in the region with respect to ñgreenò 
(relative to other counties)?



What is ñGreen?ò What is ñSustainability?ò

É First appeared in a 1987 United Nations 
report and defined it as:

"meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs." 



Sustainability Simplyé.

Stated by an African Indian Chief:

ñEnough for everyone forever éò



NYSDEC Hierarchy 

Solid Waste Management Priorities:

(a) first, reduce the amount of waste generated;

(b) second, reuse the material or recycle if the                                     

material  cannot  be  reused;

(c) third, recover energy from waste ; 

(d) fourth and last, dispose of waste.


