ONONDAGA CITIZEN’S LEAGUE

Report 1 - 1979

Equality & Fairness in Property Assessment: 

Recommendations For Onondaga County

Executive Summary 

Summary – In the state of New York, the courts have ordered that all local assessing jurisdictions in the state, including cities, towns, and villages, must assess real estate property equitably at full market value. The purpose of this report is to help citizen’s of Onondaga County understand the nature of assessing real estate property at full market value, and to aid county legislators and officials in decision making regarding this issue. 

Recommendations– The results of this study are five recommendations that should be carried out by Onondaga County officials. The recommendations are: 

1. Full Value Assessment - The OCL recommends that the governing units in Onondaga County which are responsible for property assessment proceed as soon as possible to establish plans and process, as recommended by the State Division of Equalization and Assessment, for the full value assessment of property in their jurisdiction. 

2. Separating Assessment from Political Considerations – The OCL recommends that the assessment process and practice be kept strictly separate from any decisions related to special needs, political or economic problems or adjustments. 

3. County-Wide Revaluation – The OCL recommends that:

· the county, in cooperation with the city and towns, initiate a complete property tax revaluation, the cost to be paid for by general county taxes and state aid.

· the county initiate this action in reasonable time so that the county may begin negotiations and contracts for revaluation prior to the state “deadline” of December 31, 1980.

· the final assessment be determined by each local assessor based on the data provided by the county-wide revaluation for each property in his or her jurisdiction; further, that assessors fully utilize available state and county computer services and advisory help to provide a continuing equitable 100% value assessment in their jurisdiction. 

· if experience under the above three recommendations indicates the cost of making the final assessments by the local assessor is creating undue duplication of services and personnel and is uneconomical or inefficient, there is a logical alternative that should be fully analyzed. A feasibility study should be made of the cost and possible savings and efficiencies that can be achieved through the total administration of real property assessment by the county. 

Based on the facts from such a study, citizens of the county could vote to amend the county charter to provide that the county perform this service for the city and town, with the cost made a part of the county budget and the cost of assessing function could then be removed from the city and each town’s budget.   

4. Appointed Assessors – To implement a fair and equitable, efficient assessment process, OCL recommends that all town assessors be appointed.

5. Appointment of Public Information Committee – The OCL recommends a large scale, intensive program of public information. Onondaga County should appoint a Public Information Committee.
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