ONONDAGA CITIZEN’S LEAGUE

Report 17 - 1996

Building A Non-Violent Community:  Successful Strategies for Youth

Executive Summary

Summary- This report examines youth and violence, and the increasing sense that the violence is both more deadly in nature and more widespread than it has been in the past.  The Onondaga Citizen’s League has done a great deal of research and presents the following findings and makes a series of recommendations based on these findings.

Findings- OCL has categorized the following findings by children and youth, programs and institutions, and the community. These findings are based on a perspective that views childhood and youth as a critical stage of life when individuals learn life skills and become part of a community and a culture.

Children and youth:

1. Many youth are unable to achieve a transcendence of the moment or the ability to delay gratification of impulses.

2. Many youth do not have effective skills to negotiate life without resorting to violence.

3. Many youth do not have accurate perceptions of the behavior of others and acceptance of diversity.

4. Having a child is a rite of passage for some young men and women, but this rite has different significance for each gender.

5. Violence has both different causes and different expressions among girls

6. Many children grow up in uncontrolled environments with few opportunities for positive experiences and have lives that are unstructured, unorganized, and lacking in vision for the future.

Programs and institutions:

7. There are insufficient resources dedicated to programs that emphasize good   parenting, violence prevention, and early intervention for children and youth.

8. Many programs are narrowly focused, time limited, and do not offer a continuity of developmentally specific programs to carry youth through each critical stage of life.

9. Working with children takes expertise, talent, and imagination.

10. The juvenile justice system, as it is now structured, does not achieve desired outcomes.

11. Violence is learned behavior and the primary model for a child’s behavior is the family.  Therefore, effective violence prevention programs for youth deal with children as part of a family.

12. Aggressive behavior is learned and the development of violence can be tracked through a common sequence.

The community:

13. As a community we do not always understand the many expressions of violence or how to overcome them.

14. Parents do not always have good parenting skills.

15. The connection between substance abuse and violence is clear and is an important indicator of individual and community ill health.

16. The best response to youth violence comes early, with immediate consequences that reflect the degree of severity of the offense.

17. The community has both unrealistic ideas and unfounded fears about youth and violence.

18. Children and youth benefit from good role models, which can come from many sources.

19. We need to recognize our culture’s love of violence and the violent premise that built this culture.

Recommendations- OCL made several recommendations and separated them according to children and youth, programs and institutions, and the community.

Children and youth:

1. Educate youth, programs, and the community about the specific dynamics of youth violence and the characteristics of resiliency and resistance to violence that can “inoculate” youth against violence.

Programs and institutions:

2. Establish guiding principles to direct funding.

3. Develop specific intervention programs based on the nature of the violence.

4. Coordinate services and efforts between agencies and programs.

5. Encourage the growth of multi-purpose community centers accessible to the target population of users.

6. Make changes to the Probation Department, Family Court, and State law to address current inefficiencies and inconsistencies.

The community:
7. Advocate for changes directed at the media for increased non-violent programming, enhanced parental control through technology, and responsible news reporting.

8. Develop alternative living options outside of foster care that do not eliminate the bond between family and child by terminating parental rights.

9. Examine carefully the ways that cooperation and sharing of resources and information can enhance existing efforts to end youth violence.

10. Commit ourselves individually to act on these recommendations and support others who do so.
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